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Section A — Graphic-Stimulus Comprehension (5 x 1 mark)
Study the advertisement carefully and answer questions 1 to 5.

Slgn up today and eruc:»ﬁI these benéfifs at out; 3 parks instantly.
For $430/year, here’s what a family of 2 adults and 3 children
(12 vears aold and below} is entitled to:

¢ Free adrnissions to Jurong Bird Park, Night Safari and Singapore Zoo
¥ Free tram and Pancrail rides*(Not valid on Sat, Sun and PH)

2 10% discount at participating retail and F&B outlets®

¥ Email updates on the latest news and promohons

@ Free quarterly e-Wildlife Wonders.

Ty Free parking at Singapore Zoo and Night Safari

*Fraa Night Safari tram and Jurong Bud F"ark Panorail hde*-*. are only for a single round trip
from the main station. Panoraif rides are only avaulable at the Jurong Bird Park.
*Terms and conditiens apply.

To sign up or for more details, please call
(65) 6269 3411 or visit WWW.ZOO.COM.SE

The 3 Wildlife'Reserves Singapore (WRS) parks — Jurong Bird Park,
Night Safari and Singapore 200, have been playing an active role in
spearheading numerous conservatlon activities over the years.

To further our commitment, the WildlifesReserves Singapore .
Conservation Fund (WFISCF) was registered in 2009 as a charity and an
institution of public character with the. primary purpose of conserving ..
endangered native wildlife.

For each admission ticket sold, WF{S parks will contribute 20 cents 1o
WRSCF specifically for the purpose of educating and preserving our

local biodiversity. To make a further contributlon piease vusnt j
wwwwWwrscf.org.sg fcr rore :nformaﬁon. T g : -

Smgaperge

Wlldlffe Reserves Singapore Group

80 Mandal Lake Road Singapore 729826 T: (65) 6269 3411 F: {65) 6365 2331,
WWW.ZOO.COM.Sg

Al mformanon correct at time of prlrttmg- Rates and schedules sub;ect e change without notice)}

J Printed ou 100% recycled paper ' (1 109




FFor each question, four options are given. One of them is the correct answer. Make your.
choice and shade the corresponding oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet (CAS).

This advertisement is most likely targeted at

The main aim of the brochure is to encourage people to

1) visit the zoo :

2) be more aware of wildlife conservation

3) sign up as members of Wildlife Unlimited Plus

4) donate to the Wildlife Reserves Singapore Conservation Fund

1) tourists
2) families
3) children
4) conservationists

As a Wildlife Unlimited Plus member, one gets to enjoy

1) free parking at J urong- Bird Park’
2) free tram and Panorail rides every day
3) 10% discounts at all retait and F&B outlets

4) a copy of e-Witdlife Wonders four times a year at no cost

If John wants to make a contribution to WRSCF, he should

1) visit www.wrscf.org.sg
2) visit www.z0o0.com.sg
3) call (65) 6269 3411

4y call (65) 6365 2331

Which one of the foltowihg statements is false?

1) The sole purpose of the WRSCEF is to raise funds. ’
2) - The Wildiife Reserves Singapore Conservation Fund (WRSCF)is a chanty

3) The 3 Wildlife Reserves Singapore (WRS) parks are Jurong Bird Park, Night

. Safari and Singapore Zoo.
4) The WRS parks will donate 20 cents for each admission ticket sold to the
Wildiife Reserves Singapore Conservation Fund.



Section B — Grammar { 7 x 1 mmark}

For each question from 6 to 12, four options are given. One of fhem is the correct answer.
Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the corresponding oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical
Answer Sheet (OAS).

10.

11,

12.

When | reached home, | was so exhausted that on the bed and fell
asleep immediately. :

1) lay 2) lajd
3) lied 4) lain

you curb your spending, you will never be able to save much.

1) Since 2} Despite
3) If 4} Unless
Mrs Tan always buys Tina and our favourite flavours of ice cream when

we visit her.

1) 1 2) me,

3) mine 4) myself

Neither the twins nor Jim - to take part in the competition. They do not
feel confident of winning. ]

1) want o 2) wanted

3) wants . 4) have wanted

Dino, master is my neighbour, is the cutest d@g 1 have ever seen.

1) who's ' 2) whom

3) whose . 4) which

N __acold if { had not worn my jacket. -

1) catch - ST 9 willeatch

.- 3) would catch o 4) would have caught
Each of these boxes a mystery gift. You may open any one of them.
. 1) contain 2) contains
3) <onatined- 4) containing

_C,Qf\'i'cﬁneg




Section C — Punctuation Discrete (3 x 1 mark)

For each question from 13 [o 15, choose the correct puncluation to complete the passage.
Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet (OAS).

“Lobo!” Ricky shouted (13) That's it! 'l name it Lobol”

Ricky was lying on his bed, trying to think of a name for the dog that Mother
was bringing home today. The name had to have a big sound, Something like Bang or
Pow, but in Spanish. Yes {14) Lobo waé/perfect.

“Ricky, your mother's back! She's got the dog (15) Aunty Gina holiered from
the living room. “{'can see them outside the window!”

13) 1). {. 1 comma
2y [ . ] fultstop
3) [. “] comma and inverted commas
4y .. [. “] fullstop and inverted commas
14) 1) [:] colon
2) {f.]1 comma
3) f:1 semi-colon
4) [ 7] question mark
15) 1) [ "] comma and inverted commas
2) "1 full stop and inverted commas

[ .
3) [?"]1 question mark and inverted commas
{ 1] exclamation mark and inverted commas




Section D — Vocabulary {5 x 1 mark)

fFor each question from 16 to 20, one of the four optfons is the correct answer. Make your
choice and shade the corresponding oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet {OAS).

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

John's professor advised him not to

Horse drawn carriages and bullock carts were the of modern day cars.
1) precedents
2) SUCCesSsors
3) descendants -
4) predecessors '
The storm has . We can leave for home now.
1) abated
2} declined
3) dwindled -
4) appeased
With your resemblance to Mr Tan, you can easily ' as his son.
1) pass up
2) pass off
3) pass out
4) pass down

but to stick to his original project

since he was already ha!ﬁuay through it.

1)
2)
3)
4)

Gina’'s interest in astronomy has
as she was five years ago.

1)
2)
3)
4)

cast pearls before swine

change horses mld-stream :

cross the bridge when he came to |t

count his chickens before they were hatched

. She is not as intrigued by the subject

waned

receded

subsided - -
disintegrated




Section E — Vocabulary Cloze (5 x 1 mark)

For each quesﬂon choose the word closest in meanmg fo the underfined wom‘(s) Make your
choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval on the Optical Answer Sheef (OAS).

Eric was very upset. His coach had just informed him that he was not playing
(21) well enough recently. He said that if Eric did not (22) brush up on his performance,
he would likely be asked to leave the teamr. Eric frowned as he recalled the scene at the

field earlier. He felt that his coach was {23) discriminating against him. All the way

home, Eric was full of rage. He felt that he had been unjustly (24) derided in front of his

peers. He thought he was just as good as everyone in the team. “Maybe | should just

quit the team!” he thought (25) recklessly. “That would show the coach!”

21, 1) up to the mark
2) up to the neck
3) under one’s belt
4) under the counter

22. 1) develop
2) improve
3) progress
4) enhance

23. 1)  critical
2) impartial
3} . prejudiced -
4)  judgmental

24, 1) assaulted
. 2) - chastised: :
3) punished
4). rdiculed

25. 1) impetuously -
2) immediately
3) impersonally
4) imaginatively



Section F — Comprehension MCQ (5 x 1 mark)
Read the passage below and answer questions 26 to 30.

At one time people did not think too badly of homeless wanderers,
| believing that they led carefree lives. Home might be a park bench or an empty
carriage on a train heading for some unknown place. it was felt that they chose the life
| they wanted. Hence it was easy to ignore thefn.

Today, however, homeless people are not easy to ignore. Home can be
just abo;Jt anywhere — abandoned buildings, shelters, bus and railway stations,
subways and city streets. They are everywhere'—- in large and sméll cities alil ove.r the
world. Authorities over tﬁe world can barely cope with the sheer numbers of people
living on the streets. This situation is worse in large cities.

It is impossible to find out the exact number of homeless people.
Although there are people who have been living on the stréets for years, there are
some who "are temporarily withouf a home because of a fire or a hurricane.
Sometimes_, people are forced out of their homes becausé they cannot pay the rent.

* How do people get info such a pathetic state? Many of the homeless
have lost their jobs or have prob!ems with drugs and alcohof. As a result, they.are' too
1 poor to afford housing. Some are mentally ilﬁ’discharged from hosﬁitélé with nowhere
to go as their families have rejected them. %re yet others who moved onto-the
streets. For them, the streets are havens qompéred to the '_deirt_a'!ict_ conditions of. their
homes. - : . - :

There have béen -many sﬁggestions about how to tackle this social
problem. While governmenis can pl;t -mo.re méney' ir;to building iow—_c:ost housing,
{ private organisations should also do their part. They 'can-hélp'_to p‘révide homes for the

needy and peoplé with social problems, and job training to help the jobless to acquire

10

15

20

new skills and find work. Only when the government and- private organisations work -

together can the problem of homelessness be tackied successfully. '

Adapled from PSLE Exarnination Papers 1994-1998

25

8




For each question from 26 to 30, four options are given. One of them is the correct answer.
Choose the correct answer and shade the corresponding ovals on the Optical Answer Sheet
(OAS) provided.

26.

27.

28.

29,

30.

It was once thought that homeless people

1) were choosy

2) lived carefree lives
3) ighored other people -
4) lived in unknown places

Ih line 9, “situation” refers to the

1) difficulty in ignoring the homeless

2) farge number of people living in small cities

3) homeless people living in abandoned buildings

4) authorities’ inability in coping with the'many homeless

It.is not possible to find out exactly how many homeless people there are because

1) they are all over the place

2) the numbers keep changing

3) there are far too many of them around -
4} many have been on the streets for years

The phrase which suggests that housing conditions are very poor is

1) such a pathetic state

2) foo poor to afford housing

3) derelict conditions of their homes
4) Home can be just about anywhere

In the last paragraph about tacklmg the problem of homelessness, the writer's main
suggestion is that

1) private organisations stould also offer help

.2) private organisations should provide jobs for people

3) governments should -provide all the help for the needy
4) governments should give more money fo the homeless
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Section G — Grammar Cloze (10 x 1 mark)

There are 10 blanks, numbered 31 to 40 in the passage below. From the list of words in the
box, choose the most suitable answer for each blank and write its letter {Afo Q)init “1"and
“O" have been omitted to avoid confusion in marking.

Use each word only ONCE.

A) a D) before G) from k) since N) when
B) an E) by H) into L} to P) which
C) at F) even J on M) through Q) who

From fossils, we know that cockroaches have been around for more than 300

million years. Cockroach‘es; are superbly fitted (31j ] . _survive in many

different environments. Their flattened shapeé squeeze easily (32):

safe crevices, where they lie unnoticed or unreachable by their preys. When caught in the

open, a coékroa,ch .can - sprint (33) - high speeds for t.he nearest
cover. From the instant it senises air movement around it, only a split second goes

(34)__ . | _before its legs are moving,

Cockroach eggs are laid in a hard, protective sac (35)

looks .like a.beaded purse. It is quite impossible to starve cockroaches as they can eat

almost anything, (36) .~ other cockroaches.,

Most céckroaches-‘ar,e_forést inhabit—ants.- They live (37);__

rotting vegetation, sliding their flat bodies (38);{ ) : leaf piles on the
-fdre,st-ﬂoqr._ One unusual species (39) . . | _ ~Madagascar.is adapted to -
desert {iving. (40) __ _ hiding places are fewer in-the desert, its sandy

co!oti_ﬁng serves as a camouflage. This is:oneof the 'r,easbns for the thriving cockroach:-

. population on the paci‘ﬁc island.

10




Section H — Editing for Spelling and Grammar (10 x 1 mark)

Correct each word in bold for spelling and each underfined word for grammar. Write the
correct word in the relevant box.

Diamond, which is the best fiend of most, if not all woriien, is undoubtedly the

-

41)

king of gems’. Not only are they the rare and most beautiful of precious stones, they are

42)

also the hardest substens e\}er;d’iséovéred.

The word ‘diamond’ originated from the Greek word ‘adama’, which means

43)

unkonkerable or. untamable;_ The dncient Romans used this word believing incomrectly that

44). . : 1 a5y

the diamond was indistructeble since it was so hard. However, itis now prove that though if

o 48)
is hard, it.is brittle endugﬁ to be easy shdttéred with a hammer if aimed propertly.

47y

By its natural state, the gémstoneis dull and uninspiring. But in the hands of a

|48

skilled craftsman,;.its incom'paraﬁle breliants apd-sparkle is brought alive. Although this

',,4937

.. magnificent gemstone is usually associated on engagement: rings; necklaces and other

50) - ) ST R

: jewellery, it playé a.very important rol.in mbdefh. factories where they are used fo.machinie

o d
:

hard.metals, cut, shape-and finish other modem materials. -

11



Section | — Comprehension Cloze (15 x 1 mark) S
Fill in each blank with a suitable word

One of the aspects of life we know least about is that which is often compared with

death — sleep. On average, we spend one-third of our (51)

sleeping. So, if you live to be ninety, approximately thirty of those (52)

-
-

will have been spent in blissful oblivion. (53) ___needs sieep although
no one is certain why or how it happens. (54) | ft people begin to
hallucinate and eventually die. Hence, sleep (55) ‘ _*_ . is a well-known

and widely used form of torture.

A person passes back and forth through various (56) of

sleep during a normal night. The sleeper moves into a light sleep, during which breathing is

fight and the body begins to slow (5?) . This is. the period during

which sleepers move their bodies, changmg thelr bm:leSB) _ , turning

from left to nght and sometimes resting on thelr backs

Deep sleep re[axes the (59) ‘ - - and body futher.. This-stage is
probably the worst stage from which to be (60) : Your niind and’
body will hoth be (61) _ ' sluggienminat someone talking to you or

seeing you may qwte easily think you are drunk If you go stra[ght back to sleep, you will

'probably (62) noihing Dunng déep sleep. the ._body's metabolic

rate is fowered by about 15%, the pulse rate slows down by (63)

» ten and thirty beats a minute and body temperature begms to drop

For most of us, the next stagg of sleep is one of the most lnteresting This is when we

dream. It is characterised {64) rapld eye movement 'REM, in Wthh

your eyes dart back and foith under closed {65) - . Unlike the

previous stage, you will be able to recali the-dreami-that you were having once woken.

12




Section J - Synthesis / Transformation (5 X 2 mark}

For questions 66 o 70, rewrite the given sentence(s) using the words provided. Your answer
must be in one sentence. The meaning of the senfence must be the same as the given-
one(s). '

66. David was determined to do wellifor his examination. In the end, he passed with flying
colours. :

As a resuit of _ _ L

67. .Jake wants to dance more than hé wants to sing.

prefers _

68. John éniygd at Mary's apartmeni and found the door ajar.

Qpbni
I

69'. The’princess decided to marry the prince who was brave.

due to

70. _-!“:shall g‘b’ cycling tomorrow. The_ fw'eéther must bé fine.

pfé)vi:jed

13



Section K— Comprehension (10 x 2 marks)
Read the passage below and answer questions 71 to 80.

{t was at least two months before Christmas when my nine-year-old
daughter, Rose, told her father and me that she wanted a new bicycle. Her old
Barbie bicycle just couldn't cut it. 1t was too babyish, and besides, it needed new
tyres.

As Christmas drew nearer, her desire for..a new bicycle seemed to fade — or
so we thought, as she didn't mention it again. Merrily, we started purchasing the
latest rage — Baby-Sitter's Club dolls — and beautiful story books, a dolt house, a
holiday dress and toys. Then, much to our surprise, on December 23" she proudly
announced that she “really wanted a bike more than anything else.”

Now, we didn't know what to do. 1t was just too late, what with all the details
of preparing Christmas dinner and buying last minute gifts, to take time to select the
‘right bike’ for our little girl.- So here we were — on Christmas Eve around 9 p.m.,
having just retumed from a wo.nderful party, contemplating our evening ahead —
hours of wrapping children’s presents, parents’ presents, a brother's presents and
friends" presents. With Rose and her six-year-old brother, Dylan, nestled snugly in

* their beds, we could think only of the bicycle, ‘the gunlt and the idea that we were
parents who would disappoint their Chlld

That was when my husband, Ron, was inspired. “What if | make a little
bicycle out of clay and write a note that she could trade the ciay model in for a real
bike?" The theory, of E;oufse, being that since this is a high-ticket item and she is
“such a big girl”, it would be much better for her to pick it out herself. So he spent the
next five hours painstakingly working with clay to create a miniature'biéycle.

On Chn'strﬁas moming, we were so excited for Rose to open the little heart
shaped package with the beautiful red and white clay bike arid the note. Finally, she
opened the package and read the note aloud.

She looked at me and then Ron and said, “So, does this mean, that | can

-trade in this bike that Daddy made for me for a real one?”

Beaming, | replied, “Yes.”

Rose had tears in her eyes when she replied, “l could never frade in this
beaufiful bicycle that Daddy made me. I'd rather keep this than get a real bike.”

At that moment, my husband and | would have moved heaven and earth
to buy Her every bicycle 6n the planet! -

_ ) Michelle Lawrence
 8rd Serving of Chicken Soup for the Souf

10
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For each question 71 to 80; write your answer in the space provided.
ALL ANSWERS MUST BE IN COMPLETE SENTENCES.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76..

77.

Explain in your own words why the narrator's daughter wanted a new bicycle.

' Why was the narrator surpnsed when her daugh*er aninounced on December 23" that

she really warited a bicycle?

‘Why couldn’t the narrator and her husband buy Hérdaughter the bjcycle?

How do you think the narator and-her husband felt when they could not buy a bicycle
for their daughter? Why?

~ What did the narrator and her husband decide to do to solve the problem?

In your own words, how was thé narrator going to explain to her daughter why she did-
not get a real bicycle?

Which word in the passage teils you that  the father took great care to make the girt’
for his daughter? ’

15



78.

79.

80.

How did their daughter feel when she had “tears in her eyes” in line 29 ?

-
-

Di_:d"-u.ie' 'n'a‘h%tor’s da@ﬁter like what she got for Christmas? How do you know?

Explain what the narrator meant when she said “my husband and | would have
moved heaven and earth to buy her every bicycle on the planet!”

Etid-of-Paper

16
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41)rarest  42)Substance 43)unconquerable  44)indestructible
45)proven 46)easily 47)In  48)brilliance 49)with  50)role
51)lives = 52)years 53)Everyone 54)without 55)deprivation
56)stages 57)down 58)positions 59)mind 60)wakened
61)so 62)remember 63)between 64)by 65)eyelids/lid

66)As a result of his determination to do well for his examination, David
passed with flying colours.

67)Jake prefers dancing to singing.
68)Upon arriving of Mary’s apartment, John found the door ajar.
69)The princess decided to marry the prince due to his bravery.

70)1I shall go cycling tomorrow provided that the weather is fine.
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71)The narrator’s daughter wanted a new bicycle as her bicycle could not cut
it and it was too babyish and it needed new types.

72)The narrator thought her daughter did not want the bicycle anymore as
she did not mention it again.

73)They did not have time (as they had to prepare Christmas dinner and buy
last minute gift)and it was too late.

74)1 think they feit guilty as they could not please their daughter and their
daughter would be disappointed.

75)The narrator’s husband decided to make a miniature bicycle out of clay
and write a note to say that she could trade the miniature bicycle for a real
bicycle.

76)She could tell her that as it was an expensive item and as she was old it
would be better for her to choose her own bicycle.

77)The word is ™ painstakingly”.
78)She was very touched/moved/stirred/grateful /thankful.
79)Yes, she did as she did not trade the miniature bicycle for a real bicycle.

80)She and her husband would have done anything to buy her daughter any
bicycle she wanted.
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